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(Words of Welcome)

| wish to welcome the 90 students from Tokyo City University on the TAP Program to
Perth. This is a great opportunity to learn, experience and make friends with people from
different cultures. It is a real life-changing experience and after the 16 weeks, how you
see Australia, Japan and the world will be very different. Have fun and try to make most
of it. This can be a turning point for your futures.

(Bilateral Relations)

Japan and Western Australia share very strong ties that have been built over many years.
Yesterday, we saw news of Mitsui & Co making an 8 billion dollars investment to one of
the world’s biggest iron ore deposits in Western Australia.

53% of Japan’s imported iron ore, 30% of LNG and 15% of wheat, ideal for udon noodles,
are from Western Australia. Japan’s imported sugar, beef and canola oil are also from
Australia. Western Australia is everywhere in our daily life in Japan.

(Expanding people-to-people exchange)

In 2024, more than 920,000 Australians visited Japan, a 50% increase from 2023, marking
an all-time high. In Western Australia, the resumption of the ANA Perth to Narita direct
flight was the biggest breakthrough, now operating all year round.

With the Osaka Kansai Expo from April to October, well over 1 million Australians are
expected to visit Japan this year. So tell your Australian friends about Japan, including
tips for enjoying travel and life in Japan.



(Goodwill ambassadors between Japan and Australia)

We have 8,500 Japanese citizens living in Western Australia, and Japanese language is
one of the most popular foreign languages taught in government schools. You will find
friendliness and a remarkable understanding of Japan among people all around you. This
shows the level of mutual trust built over the years through people-to-people
interactions between Japan and Australia, and is something we should cherish deeply.

Last week, | had the honour of presenting the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with
Rosette, upon Mr Arun Radha Krishnan, who taught Japanese politics, economics and
society at UWA and Murdoch University for over 30 years. Many prominent leaders in
the Japan-WA community have emerged having studied under Krishnan Sensei, including
Prof Sandra Wilson, Diane Rimmer and others, and each one with their own remarkable
journeys of human bonds and connection to Japan.

Thanks to these remarkable efforts sustained for half a century, we have many goodwill
ambassadors who bridge Japan and Australia, and for the next 16 weeks you will find
yourself to be goodwill ambassadors of Japan.

(Perth Japan Festival and other excitement)

A major event on our calendar each year is the Perth Japan Festival, a day where the
Japanese and WA community come together to celebrate Japanese culture, music and
food, and we would like to encourage you all to join, as either volunteers or participants.

The 11th Perth Japan Festival will be held on Saturday the 15th of March at the Supreme
Court Gardens, and we welcome you to experience the Japanese festival with
Japanese taiko, Bon Odori, tea ceremony, martial arts, ikebana flower arranging and pop
culture all showcased in one place. Last year, 20,000 people attended the Perth Japan
Festival and attendance is growing each year.

And enjoy hosting your own Japan Festival at Murdoch University. Through these
interactions, you will be surprised to see we have so many friends of Japan in Perth, and
| am sure it will be an unforgettable experience during your stay in Western Australia.

(Words of Appreciation)

| am sad to say that this is my last chance to welcome TCU students to Murdoch
University as | am leaving Perth at the end of February to my new posting. | wish to take
this occasion to express my sincere appreciation to the professors and staff of Murdoch
University for supporting this excellent program and for guiding and caring for the
students.

Your efforts have contributed to the mutual understanding between our two countries
and we will continue to see its impact in the years to come.



This week, | had a farewell call on Premier Cook, a graduate of Murdoch University and
who is a great supporter of student exchange with Japan.

| am delighted Prof Andrew Deeks, Vice Chancellor, and Prof Kelly Smith, Pro Chancellor
International, had a visit to Japan at the end of last year and cooperation with Tokyo City
University is stronger than ever.

| received a message from the former Ambassador of Japan to Australia and advisor to
the President of TCU, Amb Kusaka Sumio, and | am happy to know that President Yashiro
of TCU is planning another visit to Perth in July this year.

This is a special year where Japan-Western Australia relations have special attention in
both Japan and in Australia.

Let me now say a few words to the TCU students in Japanese.
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Thank you for your attention. All the best to the future leaders and best wishes for the
further success of Murdoch University and the TAP Program.
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