Remarks
Presented by NAITO Yasushi, Consul-General of Japan in Perth
At the Farewell Function for the Adachi delegation hosted by City of Belmont
On Wednesday August 7, 2024

His Worship the Mayor Robert Rossi,

Mr Shinobu KUDO, Deputy Mayor of Adachi ku,

Mr Yu SUGIMOTO, Councillor of Adachi ku

Mr Kenji YAMAZAKI, the Head of the delegation,

and all visiting Adachi delegation members,

Ms Madeleine Rennie,

Councillor Sekulla,

Ms Wendy Parsons, Chairperson, Belmont Sister City Association,
Students from Adachi ku and host families,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am Yasushi NAITO, Consul General of Japan in Perth. | am honoured to join you today
and witness the impressive success of the mission that has materialized after 6 years
with the persistent efforts of both cities to overcome the obstacles caused by the
pandemic.
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| wish to congratulate you for the achievement of 40t year of sister city relations, which
was signed in October 1984. The visit of the delegation of Adachi ku this time in this
milestone year has once again affirmed a strong bond that has been built over the years.
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| had the privilege of also being invited to the welcome dinner last week and | was so
moved to see the reunion of the delegation with Ms Madeleine Rennie, who contributed
to the start and development of the sister city relationship all along.

In 2018, the Government of Japan have presented the Order of Rising Sun, Gold and
Silver Rays, on behalf of His Majesty the Emperor, to Ms Madeleine Rennie in recognition
of her outstanding contribution to the promotion of mutual understanding between
Japan and Australia through the sister city relationship.



| was also deeply impressed by the self-introduction of Adachi students and the warm
welcome by host families, that shows the Belmont-Adachi relationship is that of true
family, based on respect and compassion.

Just now | had conversation with one of the Adachi students and he was so inspired with
his interaction with his host family that he has the desire to come back to Belmont or
another part of Western Australia in the future to study and even work.
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The bilateral relationship between Japan and Western Australia, which the City of
Belmont plays the role of gateway is at an all-time high. After the visit of Prime Minister
Kishida to Perth in October 2022, Japanese investment to Australia in 2023 marked a
record high.

53% of Japan’s imported iron ore, 30% of LNG and 15% of wheat, just ideal for udon
noodles, are from Western Australia. Substantial amounts of Japan’s imported sugar,
beef and canola oil are also from Australia. Australia is everywhere in our life in Japan,
with 8 hours of Japan’s electricity owed to energy imported from Australia.
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During the difficult time soon after World War I, leaders in WA such as Sir Charles Court
moved to make Australia sign a commerce agreement with Japan, and the partnership
enabled to development of the iron ore industry and later LNG, which led to the
remarkable development of Japan and Australia and contributed to the world economy
on a massive scale. Economists say this is a rare success model in modern history. This



relation is supported by human bond based on mutual trust and broadly supported by
people-to-people relations including sister city relationships.
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The direct flight by ANA Perth to Narita was resumed in October last year and the impact
in the seven months was beyond our expectations. Japan is now one of most popular
holiday destinations for Australians. Although the direct is now on a technical pause due
to Boeing engine maintenance, it is starting again with three flights per week as of the
14t of October, expecting further expansion of human interactions.
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| have had the privilege of having close interactions with the City of Belmont since my
arrival. | noted that production of a picture book, “The Adventures of the Belmonster”
in both Japanese and English, has been distributed to many schools in Belmont and
Adachi ku, which is a testament of the strong love for exchanges with Japan and this
creative idea for sustaining meaningful activities even under pandemic was awarded by
Sister Cities Association of Australia. This has become a model for the 109 sister cities
relationships Japanese cities have with cities in Australia.
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In conclusion, | wish the planned visit of the Belmont delegation next January, to formally
renew the sister city agreement in January, as well as all the exchange activities will also
be successful and sincerely hope for the further development of the friendship between
City of Belmont and Adachi ku in the decades to come.

Thank you for your attention.
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